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THE SOCIAL BACKGROUIVD OF THIRTY CHINESE-
- . FILIPINO MARRIAGES *

By BELEN TAN-GATUE

Significance of the Study

PhirT~ough much, has been written in rezard to 'the Chinese m the
Chi~~f:~it .;'el}' f lItt!li~ CD?pllaSis .has been 0 placed on the analysis 'of.
, .' p no a:nl es in partIcular. Furthermore, there has b '

very little actual .field study on Chinese P'/i . . ., .' een .
this preliminary. inquiry :was made with .ili~. h~npeo 1::;nttrC~u1gesd" .~us.
others to make . , '. .' inspire

b' 'f Chi more, ~n.tellS1.\le mvcstJgations. and delve deeper into' the
su jeer 0 . mese-FJIipmo Intennamage. . .
Scope and" I.imitations: .". .... : . .

. IV!Thi.~ studJ is confined ·to·· thirty .. Chin~-pilip.in~ families residing
m am ~ an the suburbs. Since it is an exploratory case stud .

. . att~mpt IS .rnade to establish generalizations. " y'" no

. .', The sample ~oes notinc1.ude families where the husbands are FilI- .
pinos and the wives .are Chinese. Thoush 'such -families .. t I th '." ;
.ar . f d diff' I . I,· ........ I exist.e. ev ~ "

e ew: an " ICU t 'to locate. Thus the 'author' ~onfi' d th"J' .; ,
only to' families where the h b d .. me·. e samp c.
Fili . us an s are Chinese .and the wives are
Ilpm~,· , .

..
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" .

PHILIPPINE SOCIOLOGICAL REVIEW'·

..'

from til..0\»fdQin(J$tl:mtdern medical science, and rhrn discussing the
question of bringing the alleged benefits of modern medicine to these
people. As the article indicates, such action is truly a matter of culture
change rather then merely alleviating poverty, since the existing .free
clinics are not used by the people. Yet. on thr other hand, the residents"
of Barrio Bonifacio will gladly pay money to the traditional herbalists ','
and massagers WhOSf: success is extremely uncertain. .

Questions of this type'are receiving much more tonsideration in recent:
i·cars. One of. the greatest forces causing this mounting concern are the'.
current strenuous efforts made by the so-called underdeveloped areas : in .

. .the world to avail themselves of the techniques and results of modern science.', .' .
. . -. 'In addition, the rapid growth of international organizations to aid in these 1 .>,

.", programs of -change, such as the WHO, have accentuated .the situation.": •...
Recently; a popular version of a technical manual of-the UNESCO was .. '.. ,

,.p.ll..b.Iished .tha...t:deaIs with this..•. very S.U.bjec.t. (CultU1'~ Patte.rnsand. T.eCh.-. .' ...0· •• ,--: j..... ~ .0

. hifal C!&ange;editedby:Margaret Mead; MentorBooks, The"NewAm~r-~·. ".',-
. jean Library of World Literature, Inc. New York, N.Y.; June;, 1955}_,,_";,_ ''f~':'''-

-in this .work .a .rnultitude of cases similar to the situation ~escribed"1if ' t··.>, -,
. . >. ,Miss Junenez ,aieCited . and .analyzed with the hope that the .materials . .

i' ~ .': ':, \011 ·help·,other.' workers in such circumstances to accomplish th.ei~ ":aim,S '. ' :.
" ,,; ..'~ '.: 'with : greater .ease., .. '. .", , . ';

,::: ,:;. ':"",:,: ..:.:. 9eorge "Yeigh~an preSen~.acaren:lstudr· of 'two i~~stanc~in~iolVinli,..::"·~~: 'li~ :.<,~ .
.i, .•• :~ .. cultural ,Change~andSOClal a~Jus~ent. m regard to Chinese .immigrants-, ' >:::., ...", -'
':","~._ .~_~ :::;.~;~" ·.The-backgrourid of the .different situations are described as ",'ell .,~. th~::' .~~ ~.,~- ~ ;)"'"
" ". ~ '. Iater experiences and subsequent modes of adjustment, thus 'pt:'ovi~ng': '.', e

" ." a well-rounded view of the processes. Studies of this type must necessarily' ....
follow initial case study investigations of the sort represented by the article .;~~.;... Historical Background
of Belen Tan-Gatue. Hence the amount of comparative studies which .
can be done in the Philippine setting will be severely Iimited until the ~~- h d Lon~ ~efore the first .Europeans came to the Philippines. the Chinese
pioneering field investigations are 'well underway, A~ is true in many . '. t",,· t:a.dec~r~ t~n ~~r:;:ne:'claJ relations with the Filipinos, This Chines~
other fields, so it also seems to apply in sociology that the hardest job' $~_' , e 11 ipprnes developed largely as a result f Chi.' e· IndIes vessels dropping . Phili °d' . ~ na tois the beginning ; after that work seems to f~1J into a 'pattern whichris ;1.,. Manila Ba o til at. 1 rppine tra mg ports like Lingayen the
easierto-earry on. .Tbereforethis· article of George Weightman repte.:<... ~.- f..-.:':.-:~.-) ,.- . . '! area, northern Mmdanao, Sulu, and Mindoro." There is no

.... " -sent.'; .the type. of' ami.lysis toward which' P~ilippiIie SoCiology, is .aim~..' ,.···f ~sl,tlve.:;Ide;e, how~ver,.o~ ,Chinese settlement in the Islands during
':.'AsO~e may'opserve,the DUljority'~of'th~seartidesshowa Closerelatiofl- J '. 15 pen. e .relatlon· between the· two countries seems to be ureJ

:ship to'other fields of inquiry~ including. both physical and'social sciences~ :l' cox;~e:aJM~cepb for a brief period' of political relations startin/l40I..
.,J\s the ·awareness .0£ the importance of studies in the 'field of cultural. . ,~n e~ e ,.mg, ~asty ~hen China exercised some sort of suzeraintv·.'
.:.change and social adjustment' increases, . the . realization of the',ileed·foi.~ -~, . ==:' ,,-' Vel' .; Phlhpp~es. ThIS was ended with the death of the Min'" Em' '

inter-d.iSciplinary cooperation and research should correspondingly rise. . ...•f..·..., peror ung La m J434.· . . '" - .
Such a development could be most beneficial to both tbe individ'ualre- , . "Thi ' I . . '.
'searchers and the advancement of knowledge, particularly in the' Philip- ~ febru~~~5~ic:nthe:tCct [rom a Master o~Ar~ thesis. done .~Y .~e .auth<n- .
mnes where much of the traditional d€;partmentalism.still prevails." material was eai~ed and rf:\'isr:tfo~pS:U:tio~rubyver:~: sOwf ether PhibliPRPID~ The
r- .''.. ,lIthas b .~ unci th . . .0 ,t e evtew .,. '" een. 0 at IDjplte o[ the Chinese tab " . , .

.~ W. C. !.".,..,...i. ObC:~Ygi~ ~~'~ili~;:o r:rl932 a1~ne. !here w~re fm:;e~g=:n~~~b::.author by Mr .R bPS )'lI solemruzed In Manila. This was revealed to the
of the Pbilippin 0';::0 .~ ~! the Ate?eo Graduate School and the University .
Bol~nize~ in Manilaei::°1952~slon who IS making a statistical study of marriages .

..~':::~::niJ f?eo~ ~enry, ''TIre,Chinese Community in the Philippines;

" ../.!.;....... /I Purce1J Vi :hhtyCL..~e PhilipPines, 1952, p. 31., .p. 582. I . Ie. e ninese in SoutheQSt Asi4. London, ·Oxford Press, 1950,

·1 Weightman, op. cit., -po 34.
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of the Philippine po 1 .
Th pu anon were dominanrlv of Chie great number of Fili . nnese ancestry. I:!
. I ipmo names todav W!lI'ch are of Chi
15 also a result of the hi hd' mese origin
in the past. g egree of amalgamation which took place

" ~t is believed that amalgamation ad . .
Fllipmos is on the decli b t ay between the Chinest; and the
portation, facilitating freq~:nt e~a.use tfhthe rmproved methods of trans
mainland: growth of natio I' VISits 0 t e Chmese to their families in the
and marc' equal sex ratio :~eIS: ~ong ~oth. the Chinese and the natives;
However, the worsening Red' . COll:ll1g lll. of more Chinese women.·1S

may still chancre the course ofSItuatIon l~ C
l

hma, making visits difficult,'
marriages.' l:> • events an ead anew to a rise in inter-.

Income Levek

It was found that-the families in th
levels. One typical case fro h' e sample fell under seven income
detailed presentation. . . m eac income category was selected for

. Th" .., .
e mcom~ categories under which the families fall are the fo~owing:

TABLE I

P25,OOO upwards .
20,000-25 000 .: . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. one case
15,000-20:000 '.' two cases
10,000-15,000' two cases
6,000-10,000 five cases
2,500- 5,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . .. four cases

Under 2,500 thirteen cases
.. '" ..•. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . three cases

It. Is noted thattf.ere is on ,h" '. '.
(rom the others with re ~ case w lC~ 'I~ outstandmgly different
Chinese businessman gards to l?COme. ~~I~ IS the case of a wealthy
family income which .who IS ~arned to a Filipina from Pampanga. The
the husband's earnin IS .~p:X1mately P44,OOO a year, comes mainly. from
poraticn Othgs ~nager and stockholder ofa drugstore car-

l),.' er sources of income arc apartm d. ..
apd ;ther bus!ness. investments. (See Case 5) ~nts an stores for relit

bank .he n~t mcome le.vel i,s represented by a case of a wealthy Chin .
executIVe and umvemty p f h' . . esc

ft5'iI1 Manila. Th i " . roo essor, w a 15 marned toa Filipina
8) Thi . d ived amily Income 15 about 1'20,000 annually. (See Case

• s 15 en . from the husband's sal d his .
ments The wife does n t k ary- an business invest':. . 0 war.

Case 26 re,Presents·th third .
~:tinaTl:hannicir. who is~marrieJ~~:~eCt'n~ b~~e:~: ~e z:a~.
____e_annua .mcome 15 approxunately P15,840. The sources of in- .

12 Table No, 2: "Beyer's Tabl f Phili' .
Marcelo Tangco, "The Christi e 0 PPll~': Racial Ancestry," cited by
Science Bulletin, Vol XI, NoanI PjPles of~hihppmes,,, Natural and Applied

18 Weightman, op. cii., P~. 9_1;.nuary- 1951, p. 90.
Purcell, op. cii., p. 576.
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·:;.Blair and Robertson, "Relation of the Voyage to Luzon" (June, 1570L
.The Philippine Islands, pp. 101-102.' . '. . . . .. ,

6lbid.,"Relation of the Conquest of the Island of Luzon" {April 20, 1572),"
..pp. 167-168. .

7 Purcell, op. cit.,' pp. 583·584,
8 Gregorio F. bide, Philippine Political and Culture; History, Philippine

Education Company, Vol. 1, 1949, p. 271.
G Chester Hunt, et al., Sociology in the Philippine Setting, Alemar's, Manila,

1954, p. 309. .
10 Tomas S. Fcnacier, "The Chinese Exclusion Policy in the Philippines,"

Philippine Social ScUmceJ alld Hamanisles Rooietu, Vol. XIV, No. 1~ March 1949,
pp. 3-28.

u Weightman. 0/1. eii., pp. 22-24 cited by Hunt, etal, 0/1. cit., p, 310..

WileI! Martin de Goiu- captured Manila in 1570, there was already
noted a colony of forty married Chinese. Among the prisoners were the
Chinese wives of some of the Chinese who had married and settled down
in the area." With the coming of Miguel Lopez de Legaspi in Manila
in 1571, the number of the Chinese men and women in the settlement

-of the Manila Bay area was 150.6

During the succeeding years of Spanish rule in the Philippines there.
",'as an increase of contacts with Chinese. In 1574 came the' famous
attack of the Chinese pirate Limahong.? As the resident Chinese popula

. ·tion increased, tensions between them and the Spaniards led to massacres
in '1603, 1639, 1662, 1686, and 1762;8 . . ;".

.:.. . . Although the Chinese were expelled from the Philippin~afte;1762~~
t. • " .:: 'asjn previous instances,their expulsion was only ofshorf·duration 9-)-l~'

'to the need for economic services which the Chinese alone could -render.
.• ,. Thus in 1850, the Chinese were again"admitted; 'this'ronaincd thepolicy- -...

.o( 'Spain until the Americans entered the Philippines.? -. . ,
'. When the Americans took over, the Chinese exClusion'laws ·of. the
United States were made effective' in the Philippines.t? . This excluded
.the Chinese unskilled laborers from. entering the country, but ·the Chinese
businessmen and former residents could come· in with their dependentsr ..

_.. The number of Chinese. in the .Philippines in .1940 was. estimated: at'
117,00J.

In 1940, the immigration law providing for a quota of SODa year
was passed. However, illegal entry is believed to have continued up
to the present. Thus in 1950, the estimate, of the numbers of Chinese
in the Philippines ranged from 150,000 to 300,000. tJ

In spite of all the discriminatory measures and immigration restrictions,
the Chinese group in the Philippines has continued to be the largest of all
foreign groups settled in the country. Through the processes of assirnila-

.. -tion and amalgamation, this group has influenced to a. gn:at 'extent": " -
:theculture of the Filipinos. .. . " '.~' .
. Forcenturi~, the Chinese intermarnM: freely with thc 'Filipi~05

. . . and' their offspring were. absorbed into the native population. Ii: was'
. '. common practice for the Chinese men .to settle down and marry native

. women primarily because of the unbalanced sex ratio. By 1942, 10%

. :;.'
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Th
of the Philippine population were dominanrlv of cs:

e great number of Fili .•nese ancestI),.12
- I ipino names todav which are of Chi

is also a result of the hi h do' '. . nese origin
in the past, g egree of amalgamation which took place

" ~t is believed that amalgamation tod . .
FIliplDos is on the decline b ay between the Chinese and the
p0r:tation, facilitating frequent ~~~~eofo~hth~:nPl"Oved m~thods..of .trans
mainland, growth of nationalism arnon« be h rnese t? their families In the
and more equal sex ratio due to th '"'. ot .t:Chinese and the natives,;
However, the worsenin Red . e. COll~Jl1g 111. 0 more. Chin.e~e women.,ll!
mavstill chanc- th g srtuation in Chma, making VISIts difficult,'
rnalriages. be e course of events and lead anew to a rise in inter-,

Income Lev~

, It was found that the iarnilie~' th
levels. One typical case f I~ . e sample fell under seven income
detailed presentation,' rom eac income category was selected for.

The income categories under which the famili f II th ," .
. ,:" es a are e foIIowmg:

TABLE I
P25,OOO 'upwards
20 000-25 000 " , , , , , ,. " one case
15~000-20'000 , , .. " , two cases
10;000-15:000' , .. , .. '" ' '" two cases

, '" " " five cases
6,000-10,000 ,... four cases2,500- 5,000 .

. , , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . thirteen cases
Under 2,500 ..... '.' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . " three cases

It is noted that .there is . ,h' h '. . . .
from th th ith on~ case w 1C 'IS outstandIngh' different
Chinese ~~sin~~:l re~~s to l?COme. This is the case of' a wealthy
family income whicltn ,w 0 IS ~arned to a Fjlipina from Pampanga. The
the husband's ,lsapproXlmately P44,OOO a year, comes mainly froin
poration Oth earnmgs as m:mager and stockholder ofa drugstore cor-

\\. . , er sources of income a artm d
and other business .inv~stments. (SeercC~ 5) ~nts an stores for rent

The next income Ie I'bank' ,ve ~ represented by a case of a wealthy Chinese
,executIve and umvemty p f h' . .

fram Manila. Th i ' .: . roo essor, w 0 IS mamed to a Filipina
8) TIll ' d . e

d
amily income 15 about 1'20,000 annually. (See Case

• s IS cnve' from the husband' sal d his ' , ,
ments The wife does t k s ary- an business mvest-'. DO wor.

Fit ~e 26re,P:esents 'f!le third income group. This is the case of alorl .J::r=s,mamed ~o a Chinese businessman and land- '
IS approxunately P15,84Q. The sources of iIi..;

12 Table No~2: 4'Beyer'S Tab) f Phil· .
Marcelo Tangco "The Christi e a rppme Racial Ancestry," cited by
Science Bulletin: VoL XI, NO~l.Pj!~es O:~hiljpPines,,,Natural and .Applied

18 PurWeightman, op. cU., pp. 9-10. uary 1951, p. 90,
cell, op. ciJ... p. 576.
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-s Blair and Robertson, "Relation ,of the Vo~ to Luzon" (june, 1570),
.The Philippine Islands, pp. 101·102. " . . ",

, 6 Ibid., "Relation of the Conquest of the' Island of Luzon" .{April 20, 1572),"
.pp, 167-168. '

1 Purcell, op. cit., pp. 583-584.
II Gregorio F. Zaide, Philippine Political and Cultural F1istOTY. Philippine

Education Company, Vol. I, 1949, p. 217.
G Chester Hunt, et al., Sociology in the Philippine S~tting, Alemar's, Manila,

1954, p. 309..
~oTomas S. Fonacier, "The Chinese Exclusion. Policy in the Philippines,"

Philippine Social SeUmceJ and Humanities Rouiew, Vol. XIV, No. I, March ,1949,
pp, 3-28, '

u Weightman. op. eit., pp, 22-24 cited by Hunt. et ttl, ,op. cit., p, 310. ,

Whe!! Martin de Goitr- captured Manila in 1570: there was already
noted a colony of forty married Chinese. :\rnong the prisoners were the
Chinese wives of some of the Chinese who had married and settled down
in the area." With the coming of Miguel Lopez de Legaspi in Manila
In 1571, the number of the Chinese men and women in the settlement
'of the Manila Bay area was 150.6

During the succeeding years of Spanish rule in the Philippines there
was an increase of contacts with Chinese. In 1574 came the famous
attack of the Chinese pirate Limahong.? As the resident Chinese popula-,
'tion increased, tensions' between them and the Spaniards led to massacres
in 1603, 1639, 1662, 1686, and 1762;8 ' ':",

Although the Chinese were expelled from the Philippin'esaftc; 1762,~ :, ".
as.in previous lnstanees,their expulsion was only. of vshort-duration 4u¢" "". ,
to the need for economic services which the Chinese alone could -render. -: '
Thus in 1850, the Chinese were' again'admitted ; this' 'remained the poUe)'. '
.,o~Spain untiluhe Americans entered the Philippines.ll " , , .

. When the Americans took' over, the Chinese exclusion Jaws of. the
United States were made effective' in the Philippines.w , This excluded
the Chinese unskilled laborers from entering the country, but· the Chinese
businessmen and former residents could come' in with their dependentS:'
The number of Chinese.in the .Philippines in .194Q was. estimated: at
1I 7,00J.

In 1940, tbeimmigration law providing for a quota of 50Da year
was passed. However, illegal entry is believed to have continued up
to the present. Thus in 1950, the estimates of the numbers of Chinese
in the Philippines ranged from 150,000 to 300,000.lJ

In spite of all the discriminatory measures and immigration restrictions,
the Chinese group in the Philippines has continued to be the largest of all
foreign groups settled in the country. Through the processes of assimila-

, .. ·tion and amalgamation, this group has influenced to a, great ·ext(;n.t~ ~.'. -
,the culture of the Filipinos. , " .

'For centuries, the Chinese jntetmarried: freely with the 'Filipi~os
. and' their offspring were. absorbed 'into the native population. ]t was

" common practice for the Chinese men 'to settle down and marry native
women primarily because of the unbalanced sex ratio. By 1942, 10%'

.' ... r .._"""''--~.. ;:..... --~,'.--~, .-~=a.q:(-. tjr'-"'--.-':;---~..-",i.
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No. of Cases Percentage
12 4O'}O
6 205""
9 30%
1 3·1/3%
1 3-1/39h
1 3-1/3%
~ ------SO •. 100%

JULY, 1955

TABLE III

MAIN OCCUPATION OF HUSBMl)
Main Occupation.

Rus~ness propri~tor , .
BUSIness executive .
Business 'agent or salesman .. , .
Building contractor " , .
,Bookkeeper .
Factory. employee .

TOTAL _ .

. .'The eXpla~tion (or ~he fact that almost all (90% ) the 'husbands are
.businessmen, .may be -rraced back to the Chinese culture: The Chinese
. in the Philippines have long been recognized for 'th~r business abilities.
.Their Jolkwaysaresuch that business is encouraged. From childhood on,

o they are trained to acquire the necessary traits that,.'make for successful
businessmen. 'In most cases, they are asked to help in 'their fathers' stores,
or are 'employed in a family of businessmen~ . It. is .not iuncommon for
a',9~ne,se fath~r, for instance, to requese for 'employment of his son
in'a store without compensation just for the training and experiencegained.,': .

Another explanation .ior the commercial role of the Chinese in Manila
is the fact that the 'Filipino culture places more emphasis on the professions,
and discourages traits and attitudes compatible with business enterprise.
This, together with the restrictions from other economic pursuits, gives
the Chinese little alternative except to go into business, where they some
times meet outstanding success.

~

.Courtship and Marriage 'Patterns
,

·Out of the 'thirty couples studied, fourteen or 46-2/.3-,per cent met
'at their places. of employment;Hj The place was generally a store or
an office 'whereone or both were employed. Five .or 16-2/3 per cent
met in the houses of friends, 'relatives, or guardians. Eleven or 36-2/3
per cent met in the school, in a party, on the street, or .ar a basketballgame.

Thus business factors indirectly enter the picture here, for with the
. concentration.,¢ Chinese in. business, young .Filipinas .and young Chinese
men have opPOrtunity to' meet under business circumstances.

-: Ten wives did:notlike their husbands at first sight.' This was due
in part to ethnic prejudice and stereotyped attitudes against the Chinese
in general. Four wives admitted that they were not in love with their
husbands up to the time of marriage. Two of them (Cases 2 and 6)

-,

, 'Ill It u interesting to note that in Rafe!, "rntermarriage-.-A· Critical E\-a.luatioD
of Twenty Post World War 11 Intermarriages Between Filipinos' and AmericallS

' . on 'the Wand of Luzon," Master's Thesu, University of the PbiJippines, 1954-,
,90% of the Filipina-AmeriC:1n couples met in partie:l. This difference in the places
Of initial meeting may be attributed to the diffErellU3 in du: social SetiiD/r.>

"'.-It·J~;\'
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Per Cent'.

16'2/3%
7S 1/3%
10
o

in sample,

•

1%
,9%
20%
70%

.Per Cent
in Nation

PHILIl'rll\T SOCIOLOGICAL REVIEW

TABLE II

Income

'·PI5,OOO up
2,500-15,000
1,100- 2,500

Under 1,100

'J, ..
"c.

Page 6

Upper ;: ;.
Middle .
UPPer-lower .

'.Lower .

, ',. the-marri were' on a better
' This data. therefore indicates that e ~ax:nages. ..L.' 'ddIe class

'. ' , level d ere predommantly 1D Ule ID.1 "
than:'average mcome , ~ w. .. in -view of the

Such a phenomenon 15 not particularly SUlpnstngJj and also
group. uples were residing in a metropo tan area, .

. fact that these COb ds' ations A 'table presentingthe.occupationsin light of 'the bus an ~up'""-'U.
is .given .below; . .

. -, N' experts in 1.948 cited by Che9ter Hunt,
' 14.Estimate of the U~~ _ a~m. Alemar'n. Ma'nua, 1954, p. .14-Let al., SodoloK'Y in tho PhiJapPllu ettsng; .•

d anaced bv the couple; a twentv-hectare rice field,come arc a rugs tore m b .

and house rent. d h f th jincome level which is considered. famili fall un er t e our , . C' .
Five es f -T' v 'ho is marned to a runese1 C e 6 a cas" 0 ::l. l'l.lpma vr . d

middle c ass. as. ' . -. zorv The familv income' IS arounagent, represents this Income categ }. '.

P12,000 annually. . , (J to the middle class. One
The next 0 two incom: groups st~~ ':l~~li ina who is married to a

is' represented by Case 1.:>, a :~el l'nC:me of about P8,400 a vear.
. busi an This farniiv las an ted' b

Chinese usmessman. ,I . h thirteen families fall, is represen . y
The other group unde~, \": ue d ssmaker who is married to a Chinese
Case 1, a case 'of a FllIp~ 7 The family income is around 1"3,420bookkeeper and .general me an .

annually. h the income is
Case 9 represents the group w ere 1

' The last case,... ' f I lass Chinese factory emp oyee , ..
,P2 500 or less, 'Ibis 15a case 0 a ower-c The, family income is. , '. ' d ...- a Filinina from Laguna.who 15 .marne "", .. r:

.around P2,400a year.

..Occupation and . Income

, '0 • h' ranging from Pl,800 to
.' .". . The families under study ave m:~:~e is P9:120. By, Filipino

" .,', ':P44 000 a year. The average annual 1.. 'fairly high level of income.
.. l ': '.. dards tllls sample represents a . h

.. '. economic stan, f the Filipino population ave an
' 'It is estimated that 89.4 r:;. ce~~~ means that only 10.6 per cent of

income of Pl,800 and below. . . than PI 800 which is the lowest
the Filipino population -are recelV1~¥ more

di
d '

f d' th mixed families stu e .
income oun me. of the total Philippine

The following table shows ~ e~mpans~~o income The categories
population and the 30 sample couple~ In rega~ by Cheste~ L. Hunt from
. this classification scheme were eve ope
: analysis of United Nations data. "'0



were forced to marry the Chinese for fear of "loosing face" after they
were kissed. In the Filipino society where chastity is ge.neralJy considered
the greatest virtue of a lady: a kiss or any lascivious act usually terminates
in marriage. The other two Filipinas (Cases 9 and 15) were forced
to marry the Chinese out of respect for and obedience to their elders
who arranged the marriage. This is a survival of the old Chinese and
Filipino tradition where the parents control the marital choice of their
children.

The courtship of the couples ranged from one month to five years
with an average of 1.2 years. The majority had courtships of one year
or less. This is relatively shorter than the ordinary Filipino courtship
period which is about two years. The relative brevity of these courtships
i.~ apparently due to anyone or all of the following cultural conditions.
The first factor is the social "emancipation" which has affected both of
the partners. Many of the husbands were in-a' strange land where there
was a different culture. Therefore, they could hardly be expected to be
as fully imbued with' the Filipino mores concerning long courtships. .More
over, many of the wives were also away from .home and family and so
were also less subject to the traditional forms- of social control.

,~: Another factor is the urban setting of itheir ,courtships. Manila fol
.Iows the general trend' of most cities in having a departure from older
culture patterns, thus all courtships in Manila seem to be shorter than
those in Philippine rural areas.

All additional influence may be the greater degree of Westerni~tion

which is found in Manila compared to the other areas of the Philippines.
This 'Westernization has introduced the concepts of romantic love and
individualism and these in turn usually promote a shortening of the
courtship period.

, -The average age at marriage for the Chinese husband was 30 years;
for the Filipino wife, 21.63 years. The earliest age at marriage for the
"husband was 20 years, and for the wife, 16 years. The latest for the
-husband was S2 and for the wife, 35. ' .

The age at marriage of the Filipina wives in this sample does not
seem to differ much from the age at marriage of an average urban Filipina.
In 1952, the medium age of marriage for women in Manila was twenty
two. 16 This, however, is assumed to be higher than the medium age
at marriage for rural Filipina women who are less subject to such urban
influences as the presence of career opportunities and special recreation
facilities for women in the city.n'

The age at marriage of the Chinese husband is significantly higher
than the medium age of marriage for urban Filipino men which was
twenty-five in 1952.18 This age pattern in the sample is also in contrast

lGRobert A. SarreaI, "Patterns of Age at Marriage in Manila, 1952," Phil
ippine SociologKal Review, VoL II., No. 3 October 1954, p. 30.

H Chester Hunt, et aL, Sociology in the Philippine Setting, Alemar's, Manila,
1954, pp. 268-269.

]..!l Surreal, loe, cit.
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Percentage

46-2/3%
26-2/3%

• 26-2/3%

No. of Cases

l.1
B
B

Southeast Asia, Oxford Press, LoIldol;J,

TABLE IV

TYPE OF WEDDING CEREMONY

••
JULY, 1955

Type

Church ~mony' .
Civil ceremony ' ~ ~ ....
Common-Law ~ ~"" -., -

..... : - - .

to the Chinese Custom of rna' 1
I h rr"mg car v to have

t lOug other factors miO'ht ha"e' co t 'b' .m~y children. Al-
that th Ch' e v - n n uted to ,!,.' t . .e mese husbands' pI f'" - .. ill) Sl uation, It seems
th ace 0 orJD'1lJ has a di I' .e age at marriage to th F'I" . o ,rect re atJonship with
h b e ) ipma WIfe It is t d th

us ands born in the' Philinni . no e at all the Chinese
and twenty-nine at an .Ippmes, except one, married between twentv

. , a\erage aa-e of 25 ve Th . 'J
exceptJonal case was 'delayed b ili . ars. e marnagc of the
before. the Fili . Y e unusually Iona courtship reg . d

pma consented to marriage. b , urre
Twelve out of eia-hteen Chi h '

married between the ~ges of th:
se usb;~nds who were born in China

,many of these Chinese with th "y and. fIfty-two years. .It is felt that
fessionaIs who postponed .: e ;exCeptlOn of the intellectuals or pro- .

'rl' . ' marnage tor higher ed ti l' '
1 rpina women at a late b uca ona -pursUIts, married

old and married to Ch '~p ec~~se they cam~ to the Philippines already
,China or broua-ht them ~~~- 1\~'l·~· 1They either left their families in'
be discussed la~er admit thatg'th 'hany thCre~ husbands, however, as will
bo h ' , ey ve : hinese wi Th'rn usbands who married Fir . ves, e SIX China- '
of thirty came to -the Phil' . spina women before they reached the age ;.
th . rppmes .ar an early age and I
' e same enVl1"Onmental c di were p aced under

F " on rtions as the Philippine-born ChiOUrteen of the ' " ' mese.
'. .' ,marnages were solemnized in eh h E' h

were marn~d by justices of theE' ,urc. 19 t couples
law marriages. (See Table rJ)e.ace. ighr had consensual or common-

TOTAL ............ 30 100%

It is noted that the length of courtshi .
law ~arriage is relatively shortsr than thai ~ft~e cou~les in the common
weddmgs or civil ceremonies (see Table 0 V) e cAn°up es who h~d 0urch
found between the type of ddi . other relatIOnship is
Fill . T we mg and the age at . f

pina, he majority or 62 5 pe t f th marnage 0 the
between the ages of sixt . d l' cen 0 e common-law. wives married
h een an twenty None of th .

t an the age of twenty-five Th h '. em marned later
by justices of the peace rnarried ~se w ose marnages were solemnized
average age at marriage of th~se w~~enchtwen

h
ty and twenty-six. The

m ure was about 24.43 years.

19 Victor Purcell, The Chinese in
1950, p. 575.

{ ~
I

J:_

.- -
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RELA TlONSHIP BET\\'EEN LENGTH OF COURTSHIP
AND TYPE OF WEDDING

, .--' .~

•
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Percentage
30%'
23-1/3%
23-1/3%
6-2/3%
6-2/3%
3-1/3%
3-1/3%
3-1/3%

•
JULY, 1955

TOTAL .... ....... 30 1'00%

The families:are now residinzI Manila .
idence of the rust generati I C~10 and the suburbs. The res-
be in Chinatown, "but the .second ese, tio those born in China tend to

P
. all genera on or those born' th Phili
mes are residing outside at Chjn<:lt'2O ill e p-, from the -Chinese .community. azown and are moredetaehed

. .2l) Chinalow~ cowists 1ft ......' { - ' ,-5~Y 0 parts af Tondo. Binondo, .and San Nicolas;

t'})I:,'

t
~ '·t.: ,

tf
fC
~'i Chinese economic advantages f .' d

!
.t".::.... wife. Thus the wife can h'a 01 lIt loe~ not alter the citizenship of the
· th f . ' ve eo-a title to an'e amily, ",) property owned by

~'if ..62.5 per cent of the common-law h b .

~
~;' mg ill English. More than 78 us ands did not have any school-
·i" attained high school or colle e~~~~~t. of those who ~~re wed. in church
;': o?e factor responsible for wfs. _. non. Respectability again may 00

t
;;, None of the couples studied were m . d i th .' . '
·~:'7. the bride wears red and the eddi . a;n~ ill e Chinese style, where
~' in church generally wore whi: Fil~n? lOVltat!OnS are red. Those married .:
Ir:, :Those who had civil weddings w:;~na:tlsa dlresses or wedding gowns.'

~
' _. Th' 0 ary c othes. '

'" . : ' e wedding parties were in m t F'li . . , ',' :
'. -;c., '. • . .held,at the bride's residence' 'Th os cases, I pmo. They were usually

IF.:~'. . " th~eddiF'ili~ .parties ~eld~ne"for th~eC~~:ene=v=h=d,thth~wthere two.
lL' . e pino relatives. • e 0 er -for

r:~<-.:' .. bcl°nly threthe couples. had a ho~e~oon outside of their" h''',· Th
, '.' ong to e uppermost social strata. 0' . , omes. ey ..

o' a: hone,Ymoon around the world. Th . ne couple (case,5) -.w.enton
. m~n J.n Canton 'and Hongkong. . Th~s=d(C(Cas~ 8),spen.t their honey-

'. : .cruise m the South.' . '. ase P).~ a honeymoon

"'.' ~ '.• ChinE.ighteep<:lr 60.percen~ of the hu~b~ds we~,b;' : . : ''cl b"'" 'h:' ,\':.'
'.' ,: J~ a. 4O.per.cent .or twelve hush' cis. ho ma,nr mug t liPff": '-' .. pmes come mostly from M '1' . an ow 0 were born 10 .the Philip-

tt .' . .' More than 76 per c tan~a'h .
jii~ .: region, and the' T-:', 0- e~ .. 0 t e wIVes. come from Manila, the Bicol
fj,:~_ :__~>' "" in I1ocos region. j!~'l1~isr:y~on. SMe,,:end WIves were born and brought upIt. ' . . ,0' rn anao. (5", Table VII.) .

~ TABLE VIIt _ REGIONAL ORIGIN OF THE WIFE

,~"" _ . " ,', Origin . Np' ' '. Manila. o. of Casesil -'.'. Tagalog"~~~c~·:·'··'''···.··~''''''···'' 9
i ..Bico] proVlP'nces . . , '. -. . . . .. . . . . 711."'" 11000s provinces' - ' ; . : . . . 7
____ __ Pangasinan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

t
'fc _ .' .Pampanga " . .. 2

II '1 , -. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
010 -.;.". 1Agusan .

. , , _. . . . . 1

'Common~

law'
·2
,2
1
,2
1

8

Common
law
5
3

OF WIFE"'"

2:
2
4

8
.---.

Civil
. Ceremony

8·

Civil
Ccrcmonj'

3

5
4
3

14

•
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Church
Wedding

5
2

TABLE V

TOTAL ';.,< .,.- .. .-, .

TABLE VI
.~. a.' -: •

.RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN EDUCATION
AND TYPE OF WEDDING

Church

Education Wedding
.None :_ .
Primary _. : _ , . . . .. . . 2
Intermediate : . . . . . . . . . 1
High School . ; _. . . . •. . • . . . 4
.COllege 7

TOTAL : .'.... 14

The common-law husbands are all ~esecitizens;Thismay 'be,
.pMtially eltplained by the fact that there .are many legal-econoroic restric-~

tiens against aliens in. the Philippines. Common-.taw marriage .gives the

Courtship
1- 6 month .
7 - 11 months .
1 year , ..
2 years .
5 years ··.' .. ··· ·· ..

Page 10

'It'

;-

.' ,:Itisassumoo. ~t .this group o{ 'women'~ho were wed in church
stresse<i'respectability and sexual conventionality; hence the marriage,oc

. eurred after .a re!atively longer courtship .period and at a. later age; ,
: < • ·the age at marriage of the_wife is also .related to her educational

'" _.,': att:¥.nment. . 75" per cent of the college graduates married at a .Iater age
.. .' . ..' than those who. had primary, intf;T1llediate, or no education. I t is pos- '.

_ sible that car.eeropportuni,ties, more' idealistic choiceof mates, and greatei·:"
respectability have delayed the marriage 'of·the women with higher-.edu- ,
cation. - '. . . -' .' - .

_The majority or 87.5% of the wives who reached college were
married in church. On the other hand, no wife who had a college
education was married in a civil ceremony and only one was a common
law wile. It is also of interest that among the uneducated wives none
of them were married in a church or civil ceremony. This fairly close
relationship between education and type of marriage also seems to be
due to the fact that education is usuallv linked to the desire to be con
sidered respectable and conventional, particularly in family matters. (See

Table VI); -

.........



Eleven families or 36.2/3 per cent live in parts of Manila and suburbs
where there are concentrations of Chinese, Nineteen or 63-1/3 per cent
of the families are ecologically distributed throughout various non-Chinese
sections of Manila and suburbs, Of the eleven families residing in the
Chinese .sections, all the husbands were born in China; whereas, the Philip
pine-born Chinese husband has moved his family out of Chinatown.

/\!. mentioned previously, three husbands in the sample were already
married to Chinese girls before they married their Filipina wives. In
Case 4, the husband has a Chinese wife and children in Manila whom
he .visits frequently. A part of his income is spent for the support of this
Chinese family. He celebrates Chinese holidays and observes traditional

· rites such as ancestor worship with this family. The Filipina wife is
aware-of vthis affair, but she does not complain for she lives with her

· husband and she is well-provided for. In Cases 19 and 21, thehusband .
_ . 'has .aChinese wife in China. Since he is notwelJ-off, he sends money'
" .toher only occasionally. . '. '

•
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•
JULY, 1955

: ...
. .. '

pret this phenomenon, si~ce Bicolanos are not among the most frequently
migrating groups to Manila.

The fact that 600/0 of the husbands came from. Chi.na is also note
worthy. This seen:'~ to indicate that the immigrant al!ens l~terma:l'): mar:
than those who arc Philippine-born. If intermarriage IS an mdex .01
assimilation, then the immigrant, aliens seem to assimilate more :eadily
than the Philippine born group. This situation m~y .be a funct:~n of .
the current status of ethnic relationships between FI~pmos a.nd"ClUnes~,
which makes the Philippine-born aliens draw further into their Ghetto".

Lastly it should be observed that these marriages typify in many
ways' the -;ort ,of inter-ethnic mixing that occurs in Iarg~ cities sucJ: as ,
Manila. Whether or not these marriages have any partIcularly umque
features could only be ascertained"by, a more extensive comparaJlvc
study, '

,'

.,r,
{ ,

"

•
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'Conclusions

,~'~J ,,'/,' The'social backgrounds of these Chinese-Filipino couples show s~veral
.• ':, .:marked differences from the characteristics prevailing in the general Phil-

. 'ippinepopulation. In regard 'to income they are definitely on: a much
higher level than the ordinary Filipino. -This economic status 'is. .of.
course a direct function' of their occupational position. The over-.
whelming proportion of the husbands are in business. The ordinary all
Filipino couple, on the other hand, is engaged in agriculture. Since the
agricultural system in the Philippines still leans towards a subsistence
economy, the average farmer has a low cash income. The Chinese in
the Philippines have traditionally played the role of middleman between
the farmers and the ultimate consumers. Thus these Chinese husbands
reflect the socio-economic role of their ethnic group in their own lives.

The fact that the couples most often met in a business setting is also
· sTgnificant. The place of meeting is plainly another Junction of the socio-

';,economic role of the Philippine-Chinese in general and of these husbands
mparticular. This conclusion is buttressed by the finding of Rafel that
in Filipino-American marriages the two most common places of meeting
were at a party or in the administrative office of some government agency.

'The urban environment plus the Westernized culture of Manila
apparently had the partial effect of reducing the courtship period. An
additional force seems to have been the social "emancipation" of both
partners, since they were both, (in most cases), away from horne and
,family.. As a result, the courtship period in this sample is definitely less
-than that of all-Filipino couples.'

, Husbands in this sample were older than is .usual jn the Philippines.
Tb.is is apparently a direct zesult of the factor, of immigration and the
unbalanced sex ratio among the Philippine-Chinese. Similar findings have
occured in other Countries where such conditions prevail,

The origin of the spouses also reveals distinct patterns. The con- ..
centration of wives in the three areas of Manila, the Tagalog provinces, '
and the Bico1 area is indeed significant, Further study is needed to inter-

' ...


